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LETTER Tb 
he treats Wedlock with 
: Slight, and the Ladies 
with Indifference, endeavouring to 
prove a Love-Marriage inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a reaſonable 
Man) isnow the general Topick of 
Converſation ; and as his ſpecious, 
tho? ft uperficial Arguments, may 
impoſe upon weak Minds, and ſerve 
as a Handle for Libertines to talk 
ludicrouſly : It has been judged not 
wholly uſeleſs carefully to examine 
A 2 his 


The PRE FF ACE. 


his N a and ſtate them to the 
Publick y to His Letter) 
in a proper U, diveſted of 
their Fallacies. 

To this Reply is Prefixed, A 
Defence of that Antient, that Ho- 
nourable Inftitution,M ARRI AGF. 
I am of Opinion, that whoever well 
confiders the Reaſons here laid 
down, will readily that 
it js not only abſolutely neceſſary, 
for the By res, of our Species, 
but that *tis the moſt Healthy, Plea- 
fant, and Happy Station in this 


Life; was this important Affair but 


deliberately and N re- 
flected on. 


The World wir learn to 2. by Virtuous 
| Rules, 


And Marriage be no | more the 700 of 
Fools. © 
| Rowe's Works. 


THE 


The PRE F A CE. 


TH E ſame Fate I hope will not 
attend this Little Book as generally 
does the Subject; to remain neg- 
lected; I wiſh it may find a 14 
vourable — (which if it 
ſhould) then my Deſign of pleaſin 
my-ſelf, of inflruBing fone, amt 


ſing others, and obliging my Book- 
ſeller; will be fü ee 228 


be 269 Patocamus. 
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H Appy They ! the. Happief of their Rind 
Whom gentler Stars unite; and in one Fate 


Their _— Their Fortunes, and Their Beings blend. 


ET ------» Hbat's the World to them? ,  , 1 
Its Pomp, its Pleaſure, and its Nonſenſe all ! x 
I do in each otber claſp whatever fair © © * 


High Fancy forms, and Laviſb Hearts cas wiſh : 
Something then Beauty dearer ſhould they lo 
Or on the Mind, or Mind-illumiz'd Face; 4 
ruth, Goodneſs, Honour, Harmony und Love; | 
The Richeft Bounty of Indulgent H A FER. 
Mean-time @ ſmiling Offspring riſes round, 

And mingles both their Graces. By Degrees 

The Human Bloſſom blows ; and every Day, 
Soft as it rowls along, ſhews ſome new Charm, 
The Father's Luſtre, and the Mother's Bloom. 
Then Infant Reaſon grows a-pace, and calls 

Fer the kind Hand of an A/Jidudus Care. 
Delightful Task d rear the tender Thought, 

To teach the young Iæa how to ſhoot,” 

To pour the freſh Inftrufion o er the Mind, 

To breathe th Inſpiring Spirit, and to plant 
The ges rous Purpoſe in the glowing Breaft. 


Thommen f Seaſons, 


* 
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N 
N 
MARRIAGE Deſended: 


O R, THE 


LAPDIEsS Protected. 


- 


\ JOGENES injoyn'd his 
D Friends to bury him in a prone 
Poſture, that when the World 
ſhould be turn'd upſide down, 
he might remain in a more decent, and 
the uſual Situation, with his Face up- 
wards. | 
M᷑ have ſome room to imagine, that 
this Converſion is either now approach- 
ing, or that the World has lately ſuffer'd 
it, if we conſider, how much we are 


. overgrown with a new Generation of 


Men (the Wits of the Age) who by their 
Actions, as well as Writings, not only 
oppoſe and deride the primitive — 
r B 1 8 O 


4 


610) 
of their Fore-fathers; but have of late 
loudly exclaim'd againſt the Nuptial 


Union; thereby propoſing, if poſſible, 
to unpeople the World, and uſher in its 
Expiration with their own Deceaſe; as 
if conſcious to themſelves of the Vici- 
ouſneſs of thoſe Principles they have 
imbib'd, and the publick Miſcarriages 
they are guilty of, they try*d to obſtruct 
a ſurviving Poſterity, that might pro- 
bably pity their Ignorance, and explode 
their Examples. 3 4 

Ir is now the Opinion of too many, 
that Mankind has been fool'd in nothing 
more than in an idle and tame Submiſſion 
to the Fetters of Ma RRI AE; that pre- 
ceding Generations have been enſlav'd 
with this dull Inſtitution ; and upon that 
account have loft the Freedom and Vi- 
gour of generous Actions, miſcarrying 
in thoſe Eſſays, thoſe intrepid Attempts, 
that would have ſhown a greater e 
of Soul, and a more ſolid Glory of Min 
Let us then impartially examine, if the 
World has receiv'd greater Benefits and 
more real Advantages from the Idolaters 
of Liberty, than Om the Votaries of 


V edlock ; that we may be able to N 
this 
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this Criminal Charge, and confute the 
many and groſs Miitakes of raſh and 
noily Praters.” | | 

Tx E HIGHEST WISDOM took a 
Proſpect of all the Species, andeſtabliſh'd 
what was the Benefit andGood of ALL;not 
what might pleaſe the Humour of ſome, 


who ſtarted "Es Generations, 
making a mig lamour andConfuſion, 
unjuſtly and taltly reproaching the Pru- 


dence that govern'd their Fathers, with 
which they are diſpleagd, thro? the Ca- 
— their own Folly, and Raſhneſs of 

eir judgment. Are Beds and Couches 
to be condemn'd, becaule they are uneaſy 
to the Sick and Diſtemper'd? Marriage 
like Power owes its Glory to the Ref 
that is paid it: Now every Thing which 
is neglected or ſcorn'd, is, by that very 
Scorn and Neglect, render'd cheap and 
contemptible; ſo that the Diſeſteem which 
this Inſtitution lies under at preſent, is not 
from the Inconveniencies with which it 
really is attended; but only ariſes from 
the Incivility of this extravagant Age, 
which refuſes to reſpect it. If Perſons 
would ſtudy to do it Juſtice, we ſhould 
find it again with = lame Votariesabout 
IHTIOW 2 it, 


(12) 
it, and not like a dethron'd Monarch, 
without State and unattended. Did not 
MARRIAOGE lay the Foundation and firſt 
Principle of civil Society? Is it not a Yoak 


for which the Neck of ce was not 
too ſoft or delicate? Has not a Condition 
govern'd by unerring Virtue yet need of 
theſe Allotments, as to the Advant 
and [Improvements of Society? And was 
not that which Max RAVE appropri 
the firſt proclaiming of Mixx and TaiNe. 
The Earth was common, and the Enjoyments 


of it had an undiftinguiſh'd Right, whilſt 
the Concerns of the were lacred and 
ſeparate; in all Things elſe we can allow 
a Sharer, but in the ions of the Per- 


fon belov'd. To oblige Mankind then 
by an Obligation — 2 and unaltgr'd 
to the Affairs and Interefts of one Love, was 
an ACT of that PRUDEMCE AND 
WISDOM againſt which none can dil; 


We can with no Equity raiſe a Title to 
more, {ince the Law of Nature ſufficiently 
demonſtrates that loving of one ſhould be 
enough for us; and the Fair Sex mult have 
been-left in a Condition wholly baſe, mer- 
cenary and miſcrable, to have receivd the 
Pay of every Amour. A Tyranny in Love 


would 
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would likewiſe have been ſet up, which 
of all others would have been the moſt 
cruel and inſupportable, becauſe exercis'd 
on the moſt: tender and beft Intereſts of 
Life. The Force ef Con had been 
à ſufficient Title to the Objects we had 
coveted ; but Max RAGE _ the World 
anto Diſcipline and a happy Government, 
— — that 
none might lay Claim to che Portion of 
another, Had Beauty and the Poſſeffion 
of a lovely and virtuous Woman been left 
a Prey to the Conqueror, and ſubject to 
be born away by the moit forcible Court- 
ſhips. Men muſt have ever dwelt jealous 
of each other, declaring an Enmity a- 
gainſt all the World, and have judg'd 
their POWER alone to be a ſufficient 
Defence; but by the Force of Matrimo- 
nial Laws, and the Diſtribution of Women 
to their Husbands agreeable to their In- 

clinations; we live in Quiet and Security 
with each other, who muſt elſe have ſtood 
perpetually on our Guard, and ſecur'd at 
the Hazard of our Lives the Object of our 
Love, the Darling of our Affections, from 
the wandering and inordinate Luſts of 
others. The World mul have * 
. naliy 
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nally involv'd in Quarrels, ſince Love is 
much more delicate, more reſtleis, more 
impatient, than even Ambition it-ſelf; 
and whilſt a charming Fair one had many 
Claimers, ſhe muſt at laſt have yielded to 
the moſt Victorious, and not have grati- ' 
fied the Paſſion of the moſt deſerving, but 
of the moſt fortunate; and being depriv d 
of exerciſing that Power, that Freedom of 
Choice which Halcyon Laws have 
her, ſhe muſt have been entirely loſt a- 
midſt the Animoſities of Rivals. But ſince 
Love is preſerv'd in proper Bounds, the 
Excellencies and Advantages of it remain 
to the World, the deſtructi ve and trouble- 
ſome Qualities are cut off by Laws. +» 
Tur chief Reaſon of this Condition 
being deemed ſo contemptible, and dread- 
ed by the Libertines of the preſent Age, 
is, the ſevere Idæa they have form'd of it: 
They imagine it as full of Plagues as Pan- 
-dorg's Box, and that they are no ſooner en- 

d in it, but they preſently find them- 
— fetter d with Cares and Perplexities, 
and therefore celebrate a SINGLE 
LIFE for its Freedom and Repoſe. But 
pie me leave to ask them, whether they 


ve really found that Tranquility — 
2 | ve 


- 
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have pretended to admire ; what Situa- 
tion in Life is uy ſerene, quiet and un- 
diſturb'd ? Many Cares, perhaps may be 
anſwered, attend the Matrimonial State, 
more than other Conditions: Poſſibly it 
may be ſo; but are not the Advantages 
and Bleſſings, the ſoft Society which pro- 
ceeds from it, ſufficient, and more Nall 
ſufficient to ſweeten its Croſſes, to eaſe its 
Burdens, and to relieve whateyer may be 
CALLED tedious. | 
Trxtse Advocates for Celibacy may in- 
deed produce theLifeof ſome rude and me- 
lancholy Philoſopher, who in a proud Re- 
tirement, lock'd up in his Study, and ſe- 
ſecluded from allSociety, lies huried in Re- 
flection, boaſting of Quiet and Repoſe, look- 
ing down with Compaſſion or Contempt 
on the Infirmities of his Fellow - Creatures, 
and forcing his Paſſions to crouch beneath 
his Reaſon ; Yet we, I believe, can ſhew 
them, in return, many laudable Exam- 
* of virtuous Men, MASTERS OF 
EMSELVES, living not only con- 
tentedly in Matrimony, but admir'd 
in the Eyes of the World, ſpreading their 
uſeful Qualities as well as illbes, whilſt the 
ST OTC K has permitted his Virtue to 
. droop 


(16) 

droop and wither in the Shade of his own 
Humour. An excellent Perſon may do- 
much for the Mor /d with his own Suffici- 
ency,, but He doubly obliges it, who in a 
Seminary of Heroes is continually propiti- 
ous to it, and by the Force of his Embraces 
gives BEING to a virtuous Generation to 
ſucceed Him, who by imitating his Ac- 
tions, may dignify their own, POMPEY 
the Great, the Immortal, tho? unfortunate 
POMPETY, did not only fight Himſelf 
for the Liberty of Rome, *till be was it's 
greateſt, it's moſt glorious Sacrifice; but 
He left behind Him thoſe gallant Sons 
who bravely endeavour'd to revive the 
Flame of Liberty, when faint and dying. 
We fhine with a ſoli Virtue, without 
the Irradiations of an ring. How had 
the World ſuffer'd, if a P = £4 who by 
many Generous Actions, became the De- 
light of Mankind, neglecting to tranſmit 
a Copy from ſo belov d and glorious an 
Original, had ended at once his Being 
and his R A C E. | 1 
In Antient Wars Infants have been 
carried to encourage Battles, thereby 
with their unactive Blood ſtrangely ani- 
mating the Veins of others: And it has 
more- 


the Dif of — 1 

of generous Ace for the Memory 

fome valiant Pexjon left ro the Guidance 
of a tender Hand. Such Efforts ſerved the 
Race of the APRICAN and the GOTHIC 
Hero, procuring to the World this Belief, 
and Benefit together; that be who leaves 
his Virtue an Orphan, may have erefted 
for it the Hoſpitals of ſtately Tombs and 
the Pan f Hiſtory: But he that 
it laſting and useful, as well 


would h _ 


as admirꝭd, muſt — it to his Ide v here 
in the aftive Torrent of brave and worthy 
Deeds, it may accumulate the ſatne Glo? 
and Eſteem as was found in the Days => 4 | 
Anceſtor. To be only admir'd'ts a barten 
Advantage ; Lo be uſeful and to be be- 
lov'd, is what the TR ULV NOBL E 
rather covet, and this is found in the 
Perfortnances and good Offices of our 
Poſterity. 

Again, We ſhall ne ver find ma 4 a 
more Noble Reſoſution, and Perſonal | 
Courage, than amongſt theſe did Ful- 
mina Belli (thoſe Thunderbolts of War. 
I mean, the Great PO MP*ET, an 
the Generous BRUTUS.'" Men not 

.C only 


* 
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only? religiouſly prizing the Married 
State, but ſuch as were-bleſs'd with the 
Society. of thole excellent Women COR- 
WELL and PORTIA, famous in their 
own and every ſucceeding Generation, for 
their Love, their Reſolution, their in- 
violable Conſtancy. und 7 

B u r here perhaps ĩt may be objected, 
that Fidelity, Kindneis, and Diſcretion, 
are rarely found in a modern Wife, and 
very little to be depended on. Portia 
and. Cornelia are now no more. I am fully 
perſuaded, Our, Women are not ſo ve 
Aale as by ſome may be imagin'd, 
an 
i 


if they are not altoghter ſo deſerv- 

of our Regard, as we might wiſh 
them; tis OUR OWN Fault. How 
can we complain for Want of a Cornelia 
or a Portia, when Pompey and Brutus are 
only empty Names. Tis OUR Con. 
aud influences that of the Fair Sex; and 
if WE OURSELVES derogate from 
the Principles of Honour, with what 
Juſtice can we upbraid them? Can we 
blame them for following our Exam- 
ples? Certainly no: For we nec only 
miſlead them by our Converſation, or 
eiigulbhem by our Bebayiour, but even 
vie authorize 
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authorize them by our Treachery, to be 
vicious. Let us but reform our own Man- 


ners, and we ſhall ſoon find an Alteration 
in thofe of our Wives. Let us be indul- 


gent and e a Confidence in them, 
and they will give no juſt Cauſe to be 
taxed with want of Kindneſs or Oecono» 
my. What is it then that ſhocksus but 
our own Indolence and Pride. The ſeem- 
ing Inconvenienciesof Marriage would be 
gradually vanquith'd by Induſtry, and tha 
volatile Schemes of our Ambition toon 
fix'd on a laudable Deſign; all our Fa- 
culties would —— engagꝰ d in the 
generous Attempt of — a Worthy 
Woman Happy, thereby effectually ſe- 
curi 
to OURSEL VES; for we ſhould 
compenc'd, and more than recompenc'd 
by her Love, her Gratitude, her 
FRIENDSHIP, — And Friendſhip! has 
been ever choſen as a Field for Virtue to 

reap Advantages in; ſince none hutretir'd, 
penſi ve, and treacherous Natures will be 
without this Bleffing : Now Friendſhip is 
undoubtedly the moſt pure, the moſt un- 
queſtionably true, when it has Marriage 
for its Fonndation ; 'tis in that State we 


C 2 find 


ng a valuable and laſting — — 
— 4 
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find not only the Truſt and Security, but 


even the moſt exquiſitely pleaſing Deli- 
cacies of a mut Texderneſs, 255 
c A Prudent and Amiable Wife (as 
cc a fate Author obſerves ) can make the 
ce Cares of the World fit eaſy, and add 
cc a Sweetneſs to its Amuſements. She 
« is a Man's beſt Companion in P 
cc xĩty, wow Friend in Ad 
tc The carefulleſtPreſerver of his Health, 
cc and the kindeſt Attendant on his 
te Sickneſs. A faithful Advifer in Di- 
« ſtreſs, a Comforter in Affiiction, and 
cc askilin} Manager of all his Domeſtick 
Cc Affairs. Foy 20 
Who can read over the following cele- 
brated and charmingly Pathetick Lines, 
without at the ſame time feeling the moſt 
3 ible Emotions of Love, Friend- 
ſhip, Tenderneſs, and Humanity; or, 
without a ſecret Deſire of inſtantaneouſly 
artici ng the Joys of a Lovely and a 
Loving Wite ? | r 
O Marriage, happieft, eaſieſt, ſaſeſt Hate, 
Let Debauchrer and Drunkards ſcorn thy Rites 
N lo in their nauſeuus Draughts and Liſts pro- 


Jane 
F Bath 


(a) 
Ther, and n, whom then am 

Bob ; Hravn, by 

Flow can the Hoch ral it Loſt of Freedom, 

Mu to Gorottfe with, thus 0 Ca at | 

A Ri, Brauttous Friend? 

Bulb ur, ny fir ane tht thy Love applaud 


Ne rr g, yo 
n full Hrart &'erflows in Praiſe of thee; 
bens! ha by Intereſt, Paſfron, ming: 
Paſſion and Reaſon join in Love of thee. 

Thus thro a World of Calumny and Hund, 
Me paſs bath urraproacb a, bath undecers/d 1 
Mhile in each other's Tnterefls and RE 
Me without Art all Famultizs employ, 
Aud all our e 


Bor btunden euker yrefieft on 
the immediate gen * | 
in general from this excellent Inſtitution. 
No Nation could have flonriſhed, nor 
have been ſucceſsful either at Nome or 
Abroad, if a wanton Flame had de- 
auch the manly Temper, and = 
fum'd the Vigour of their ode” 
3 of Rival and the Poder 

ity of amorous Addreſſes would have 


diſlodg'd 
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diflodg'd all braye Reſolutions from their 
Hearts, and effeminated their Minds ; 
baffling all thoſe natural Talents and glo- 
rious Enterprizes with which they ſhould 
have ſerv'd their Generations, and there- 
fore all wiſe and prudent Governments. 
Knew they ſhould have but little Order, 
and leis Induſtry, were the Affairs of an 
IDLE' PASSION. to poſſeſs the Hearts 
and Heads of their Subjects. Marri 
ves the Thoughts a Home, and hereby 
imes the inconſtant and flitting Fan 

is direfted to an Aim, and kept ſtedfa 
bya peculiar Authority, which elſe would 
be captivated by the wand'ring Luſts of 
STEWS, or by the delufive Smiles of 
HARLOTS. Beſides, who does not (that 
3s biaſs d by Reaſon) take more Pleaſure 
in managing the Intereſt of a Family, and 
a laſting Name by an happy Iſſue, than 
in cheriſhing a ſhort-liv d Inclination ? 
Who would run the frequent Riſques of 
diſeaſing his Body, raining his Reputa- 
tion, and impairing his Eſtate, when by 
Umiting his irregular and wild Defires, 
(Defirescondemn'd by his cooler Thug b 
He may enjoy his favourite Paſſion with 
Safety, Credit and Satisfaction. I bs 


— 
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W bo to fortjdden Foys would eee, 
That knows the Sweets of virtuous 1 
Hymen, thou Source of chaſte Delights, ... 
Chearful Days, and Bliſsful Melis: 
Thou % nt aindid Jena: 
And Pleaſure join with Innocence : Rane? 


Thy Raptirts laſt, and are fincere, * 
From e and preſent Kar, 902 


B. U 15 "ales! Fa Method df dur 
Modern Education, and (che Foliticall 
png Engine nom at Work) LUX- 

RV kills the very Bloſſoms G all 
generous Thowg ht ,, blunts the Me of 
our Underſtanding, and d. 


Embryo, thoſe noble and N 
ples, the Love of Humanity, LO. 


Our Wives, and the Love | For 
Country. . 32220100 Y 0115 Fo * 
(| Fon there are but few v 7 few, whe 
have either Courage or Ce enou 

to ſtrugg] e with Difficulties, and to Face 


the Pertecition of low-mirided, *fordid 
Railers; tho' the moſt Virtus and 
ere of her Ser was his immecliate 
% Reward. 
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Reward. Intereſt is the only Goddeſa z 
ſhe. is the ſoy on Grid, and fe alone 
is now ador 


= | 7 Frolay 85 
iſinte 
Why ſhould his Care, 15 Di — 


Sobriety be ſo often miſcall ＋ Rte 


Slavery, and Want of Spirit? Are not 
all re doubly repaid in the Heart 


felt. Joys chief Inſtrument 
of his Family's; ene a and in che 


r 1 8 5 in a — 
EEE pens is a — 2 9. 


| {2lid Plealure and flu Vavity. Let 


us but ſeriouſly reflect on the brisk and live- 
— — ed) 
en hich hich is inconſiderately 
—— add Freedom, fo much 
idolixed, io much hoaſted of Aube. 


lers; M hat is it hut a triſling 
er and Imperygence ? A Thing | 


witho 


CP owns 
without all Conduct and Prudence; 
nay, after the Heats and Follies of Vouth 
are over, even inſupportable to thoſe 
who have the moſt admir'd it. It is 
very cuſtomary in FRANCE for 1e- 
veral of thoſe Good-humour'd, ' Gay, 
SINGLE GENTLE MEN (eſpe- 
cially if they are Men of any Learning) 
after having ſpent the Prime of their 
Lives in a giddy Round of Diver- 
fions, and a Variety of Intrigues, to 
throw themſelves into a Convent of Car- 
thufians ; there dedicate the Remainder 
of their Days to Solitude and the ſtricteſt 
Silence (an Injunction on all of that ſe- 
verely rigid Order) ſo that their Happi- 
nels, if they ever can be ſaid to enjoy 
any, muſt be ſought for in the Contem- 
plation and Admiration of the Excellen- 
cies and Improvements of their own 
Mind. What Judgement then muſt we 
paſs on ſuch Proceedings any otherwiſe, 
than that they have laviſhly ſpent the 

rudent STOCK of N ATURE, and 
coming Bankrupts by exceſſi ve Practi- 
ces, they are afterwards forc'd to yield 
to thole Humours which ſpeak the Wants 
and Poyerties of Nature, which deſigned 
D no 
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no Man to that Vanity of being taken up 
with the Contemplation of his own En- 
dowments. He that gathers all his Ac- 
compliſhments into his own Breaſt, and 
keeps them there like ROSES that grow 
in DESARTS, lives un-enjoyed, and dies 
un-lamented. Virtue is diffuſive, and 
rejoices at an Occaſion of exerciſing its 
Vivacity and Vigour. By promoting 
the Happineſs of others, we inſure our 
own. 3 ſaid that admirable Prince 
Marcus Aurelius, have any Reliſh of a 
Happineſs that no Body ſhares in but 
MYSELF. A Truly Noble Principle 
of Social Love and Humanity, which 
every SENSIBLEand WORTHY 
Bachelor ought particularly to take into 
his Conſideration, 


TO CLOSE ALL : What we carry 
about us ſufficiently declares, that we 
were not interided to be Happy Alone : 
Since the Health of the Body, the Feli- 
city of the Mind, and an endeared Life 
conſiſt in the perfect Union of an Honeſt 
MAN, and a Diſcreet WOMAN. 
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Laudat Venales qui vult extrudere Merces. 
Good Wine wants no Buſh. 
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An Original Copy of a Letter ſent to 
the Celebrated A.B.C. By one of 
his own Fraternity, on the Publi- 


cation of His Diſſuafive from 
Love. 


FRIEN Dy | 
I Have read in that Myſterious 
Book, called, A/op's Fables : 
How, once upon a Time, an A,, 
arrayed Himſelf in the Skin of a 
Lyon; thereby deſigning to appear 
as one of the Mighty. But behold, 
the Spirit of Untruth became alto- 
gether naked. When the Vain- 
glorious Animal opened his Jaws 
to roar, the loud Voice of an 4/s 
braying was heard in the Moun- 
tains. — Friend, Friend, Let 
the MOR AL of this ſink deep 
into thy Mind ; the more thou 
pondereſt thereon, the fitter wilt 
thou become for the Fellowſhip of 


the FAI T HNL. 


9 * E de Farewell. 
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| To the Lars 
Whimſical LETTER, Or. 


— — — 


| Alphabetical Sir, 


#1 oDERN Wits (like Infer- 
val Spirits) once conjur*d 
| bY IMA) up, mult be ſet on Work, 
15h 9 * though to do Miſchief : 
8 0 04} | However, I would not 
dad YOU to bum 


Diana's Temple, only to be talk'd of, I 
muſt confels YOU ventur'd hard in 4 


(39) 

to enter the Liſt, Atbanaſfus- lite, againſt 
the whole World, diſputing that with 
your Pen, which the World, from Adam, 
and your-ſelf by your Practice prove 
undeniable. But you are no more a com- 
petent Judge of Love, or the Comforts 
of Marriage; than a red-coated Officer 
is of a Point in Law; elſe You would 
not call that STUMBLING which is fo 
graceful and natural a Motion. Prithee 
what Holy Siſter Tabitha has ſlighted thy 
Inward Movements, and diſcountenanced 
thy Affections, that thou quarreleſt, and 
falleſt at Defiance with the whole Sex? 
He that ſaid, Al Cretans were Lyars, 
was himſelf a Cretan. You condemn all 
Lovers as mad, yet are yourſelf a Lover, 
and conſequently mad ; or elſe more 
mad that you are not a Lover. I never 

et knew any deſpiſe Monarchy, but 
"thoſe that could not be Monarchs. Every 
Man in this is a Huntſman, who comi 
thort of the Hare, cries, Hang ber, tis 
dry Meat. Among the reſt of your Won- 
ders, you may put this for one, that I, 
who am unconcern'd, ſhould at this Di- 
ſtance take up the Cudgels in defence of a 
Friend whom you have laugh'd into Si- 

| lence; 


(31) 
lence; but the Proverb excuſes me, He 
whom Sorrow makes dumb, deſerves double 
Pity. For my Part, I muſt confeſs, I 
love to /kep in a whole Skin, and not to 
engage in another's Quarrel, unleſs he 
wil ſend me his Sku// to bear the Blows. 
But this being the common Caule, tis 
ity Truth ſhould be out-worded, and her 
— be ſuſpected to want Clearneſs, 
merely for want of clearing. There is no 
Man more unfit for this Work than I, 
having been ever as atheiſtical in Love as 
your-lelf; and ſo far from being an Op- 
2 to your Notions, that I have ever 
a noted Aſſerter of your Doctrine, 
till Experience reform'd my Judgment, 
and made me look on my former Error 
with Regret and Diſdain. Tis ſo far from 
being a Wonder to me, that one pleaſant, 
affable and ſociable, one that has view'd 
Variety of Beauties, ſhould fall in Love 
with one Homan, that I wonder how it 
could be otherwiſe; none being fitter for 
Love than one ſo qualified, nor can any 
find a bet, that has not view'd all. That 
Love per ſe is the Ruin of it's Subject, I 
deny ; yet I allow it may be accidentally 
true, and be a Paſſion not the leſs * 


(32) 
And as I would not have it only reftrain'd 
to H/oman for it's Object, fo I would not 
have them totally excluded. And truly 
Iam fo far from believing that Sex not 
an Object of Love, that I can hardly ad- 
mit of any beſides. That Love has ſeveral 
Objects, as Heaven, Virtue, and the reſt, 
which you reckon up, with many more, I 
deny not. But all they, as obligue Objects, 
are ſo far from being yy that they 
draw Love in ſeveral Denominat ions, as 
Piety, Friendſhip, &c. And but that 
Seriouſneſs would be thrown away on you, 
and any Thing here but Sophiſtry uleleſs, 
I could tell you from the ned, that 
Love is only an Expanſion of the Soul to it's 
Object; which is, whatever is attrattive; 
and that naturally Man loves himſelf beſt 
and firſt, and all other Things in Suburdi- 
nat ion to himſelf; ſo that whatever is moſt 
like. Man in Nature and Habit, is the 
moſt proper Oꝶj ect of his Love. Then 
*twill follow (whether you will or no) 
that no Object is ſo proper as Yoman. But 
you will laugh at theſe old-faſhion'd 
Grounds, and account them like — 
Harry the Eighth's Codpieces. To abſtra 


Love from Senſuality in a natural Senſe, is 
both 


v 
* 
* 


89 


ſtiould Time or Accident (from which no 


( 33.) 

both impoſſible and needleſs, becauſe Love 
derives a greater Influence from the ſen- 
fitive Soul, and being a Paſſion from 
which Brutes are not exempt. Nay, that 
very Thing which you call Senſuality, 
ani will allow it to derive its being /aw- 
ful only from an Ordinance, may thew a 

more antient Coat than Ordinances ; it be- 
ing the only way chalk'd out by Nature 
for Propagation and Preſervation of every 
Species. So that your Epithets and Synoni- 
ma's of Concupiſcence and carnal Appe- 
tite, Sc. I attribute to the Luxuriance 
of your Fancy, and muſt tell you, we 
Moraga! you and your ways the like 
Terms without the Help of a Magician: 
Bur your main He/itation is, What are 
the Cauſes of Love? *Tis not bare Red and 
White, that are either Cauſes of, or Colours 
for it, but the Situation and Contexture of 
both. I never loy'd my Miſtreſs's Face, 
becanſe fair, but becauſe I lik'd it, and 
thereby thought it ſo, and I therefore 
thought it ſo, becauſe her's : So that 


Face has a Protection) alter her Complex« 
ion in my Eye, I ſhould retain the fariis 
Idea ſtill 9 Heart. | 


Ns x71 
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NE x x, forthe GENTLEMAN's 
Change (with which you upbraid him) 
much may be pleaded in Excuſe ; 
for beſides the great Delight in Fariety, 
I know no Reaion why, it a Man finds 
himſelf in an Error, he may not repent, 
and take a new Courſe. Nor may you call 
it Pradigality of Afettion; he that grounds 
his Love right is above Uncertainties, in 
regard the true Cauſe of Love, which is 
Sympathy, cannot periſh before its Object. 
And becauſe you ſay, Beauty is a Chimera, 
and every Man a Pygmalion that carves to 
himſelf a Miſtreſs, will you from thence 
infer, that becauſe all Men do not think 
one Face beautiful, no Man ſhould think 
any ſo? And I appeal to the Synod of Di- 
vines, whether for a Lover to chooſe his 
own Miſtreſs, and love her, or court her, 
be a Piece of Ignorance or Paganiſm. Nor 
can you deny, that Manners, Carriage, 
and Virtue are Incentives to Love; and 


that theſe Things are really viſible in that 

Sex by any that look not thro” SpeFacles 

of Prejudice. But he that has an ill Sight 

diſlikes all Objects. You have an Humour 

in your Eyes, whereby you cannot diſcern 

Attion from Behaviqur ; 1 like it not = 
: WO 


(35) | 
worſe if acquired; no more than I do 4 
— Scholar that ſpeaks Latin by the 
rammar. That there are Arcana Impes 
rii among them, as well as us, is un- 
deniable; for if all were as they appears 
they would be rather Angels than Women: 
*Tis true much Action and Deception is in 
both Sexes in point of Courtſhip, whereby 
they reciprocally draw their —— 

to an height unobtarnable, and ucceeding 
Enjoyments convince both Sexes of a hand- 
ſome (but commonly) an equal Cheat. 
[ ſhall not only agree with you whenyon 
allow, That *tis poſſeble ſome Virtue may be 
found in SO ME Women: but allo ſhall ex- 
perimentally add, That much Virtue may be 
ound in MANY. *Tis not for nothing 
that all Virtues are declined byGrammarians 
with HC; and fancy'd by Painters 
in female Shadows. Virtues are like Dia- 
monds, rare and ſmall ; nor ſhould we 
eſteem them were they to be bought by 
the Pound. I take Virtue and Beauty to 
be Cauſes of Affection; but I mean not 
by Beauty the mere Saperficies of a Vi- 
ſage, but the Symmetry of Parts; and he 
that grounds his Affection rightly on 
that, finds a becoming Beauty even in 
; E 2 Old 


(36) 
Od Are. Firtue I alſo conceive a Cauſe 
of Love, and Love a Motive of Copulas 
tian. Nor is Generation for the Com- 
munion of Virtues, but Propagation of 
ue; ſince *tis an undoubted Law of Na- 
ture, that all Creatures defire and en- 
deavour Perpetuation. You call L the 
Cauſe of Love; tis true, if you take all 
Heights by your own Meaſuring-Staff, 
*tis fo to you; ſo the of conceives all 
Creatures to eat raw Fb, becauſe he 
does. I cannot imagine ſuch a Sfoical 
Apathy in Men, unleſs in Utepza ; but 
that we do and may make that which 
ou call L/ a Part of Love. Nor is that 
Paon itſelf blameable, but Circumſtan- 
ces may make it fo : For the Stoicks 
themſelyes got Children, and did not 
deny the Being of Defires in Men, but 
their domineering over Reaſon. No wile 
Man would be without his Paffiors ; be- 
cauſe he muſt then be inevitably unhappy. 
Conſider Man as born with a Soul com- 
pounded of Will and Reaſon; the Cen- 
— the Gf in Fake is . 
uently the Caſe, eſpeci in : 
I conſidered, it MT follow, 
That Men abſtrafted from Deſires of this 
Nature, 


(37) 
Nature, are rather to be bote for, than 
found. And foryour Erratical Love, that ig 
ſo planetary and unfixed, it ſhews its own 
Weakneſs, but not your Strength. "Tho? 
it be r it makes not 2 a Phi- 


loſopher ; ſince Love, like & s, be- 
ing diffus d are but faint z but contracted 
to one Object, are fervent and warming, 

Es are not Things in whom 
only Yariety breeds Delight; but are 
ſolid Food which never nauſeate ſound 
Stomachs. For a Man to love Virtue, 
abſtracted from its Subject, is to fancy a 
Chymera ; but Virtue in a Woman is an 
undoubted Motive. As to your Similitude 
of Joan and my Lady; take the whole 
Proverb put it (in the Dark) and you are 
anſwered. *Tis not Want of Difference, 
but due diſcerning ; nor is ſhe as good, but 
.ſeems fo. The Cuckow once ſang better 
than the Nightingale; but remember 
who was Judge. Times ſwift Motion, 
and Youth's Tranſitorineſa, are commen 
Places in the beaten Roads, where ever 
travelling Wit baits and refreſhes hi 
in his Pilgrimage. But yet Defres being 
Part of the Sou/, and ſo immortal, do not 
decay in Age, but only alter their Mo- 


tives 
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tives nd Object. Nor is the World bar- 
ren of Examplesof Aged Men, eagerly 
defiring and performing Rites of Con- 
junction with Women. As for thoſe 
changeable and quick. ver Minds, which 
love and Joath in a Moment, *tis their 
Vice, and may give you this Notion, 
That as their Love can ſo ſoon and eafily 
change into Diſdain, ſo your preſent Scorn 
may turn to a Dotage on the like ground. 
And tho' perhapsyou have not yezbeenin 
Love; tis a common 2 (ſinceyou wil 
call it fo) like the Small pox; every one 
bath been or muſt be troubled with it; and 
Bodies unacquainted with leſſer Diſeaſes, 


are itrecoverably ſwallow'd up by greater. 


Tour wary Advice to your Friend, 
to love with Diſcretion, | allow and 
commend ; for my own Part, were I 
to love again, I wquld not goa Foot far- 
ther than my Counter-part ſhonld meet 
me; but where I found real Love, I then 
would ſcorn to be out-vy'd ; being of 
Alexander's Reſolution, No Creature 


ſhould tenguer me with Love or Hatred. Tis 


not good to play the Butcher with that 
naked Sex, who have no Arms but to 
embrace with, nor, Empiric-like, kill 
2 8 them 


them by wholeſale. Inever yet met any 
of either Sex good at the Sport, but at 
laſt they met with a Requital. 
within the Memory of Man, ſince a 


pregnant Spark, furniſhed with two of 


your Cardinal Virtues, Wit and Diſduin, 


his Fire- balls of Contempt on the 


whole Sex, courted ſome into Detage, 
and then jeer'd them; who at laſt fell 
foul on a Servant-Wench, and doated : 


She repaid him with the ſame Devices; 
and what was worſt of all, at laſt in De- 


ſpight married him. Your other Points 
of marrying for Wealth and Yoke-Fel- 
 lowſhip, I 


Miſtreſs's Maſter, while #oman ſtands by 
like the Chambermaid with a Broom to 
attend her. Let my Miſtreſs be a Figure, 
and her Portion the Cyphers, which added 
8 — Ig her much, but of the 

ves ſignify nothing. | 

cc N 
« Charms of Love. True Tendernels 
cc makes us ſeperate the Lover from all 
ce that is external to Him; and ſetting 


cc aſide His Quality, His Fortune, and 


« Employments, conſider Him ting]! 
ge by Himſelf | * Ti 


"Ls 


all agree to with Silence: 
But I would not make Wealth my 


1 A 
& Tis not Love, but the Defire of 
cc Riches and Honour, which makes 
ec Women run into the Embraces of an 
& Indolent Husband. Ambition, not 
ce Affection, forms ſuch Marriages. I 
ec believe indeed they may be followed 
« with ſome Honours and Advantages : 
& but I can never think that this is the 
ce Way to enjoy the Pleaſures of an Af- 
ce fectionate Union, nor to feel thoſe 
ec Secret and Charming Emotions of 
« Hearts, that have long ſtrove to be 
cc united. | 
« THESE MARTYRS of MAR-. 
cc RiAGE pine always for larger For- 
ec tunes, which they think they have 
ec Joſt. The Wife ſees Husbands richer 
ec than Her own, and the Husband Wives 
cc better Portioned than His. Their In- 
ce tereſted Vows occaſion Regret, and 
cc Regret produces Hatred. They ſoon 
cc part, or always deſire it. This reſts 
cc 2 and tormenting Paſſion puniſhes 
tc them for aiming at other Advantages 
« by Love than Love itſelf. | 
« [IF there is any Thing which may 
cc per'y be calld Happineſs here be- 
„ fow; 1 am perluaded, it is in the 
8: 5 | « Union 


(4) 
ce Union ef two Perſons who love each 
cc other entirely independent of Intereſt, 
ce and conſiſtent with Reaſon; who are 
« united by a ſecret Inclination, and fa- 
cc tisfied with — other's Merit. Their 
tc for any of n. They 5 
cc tual Tranquility, becauſe 
2 ker Content, * 
To wed without LOVE, i to be 
n like a Monkey N 
ed. PY; neither is it to COUR 
or MARRY without Love, as you 
write; for that Want of Love tütus 
—— into Flatfery, and Marriage td 
oe Whinity, Idle, and ridiculouſly 
doating Courtſhip ſhould (bur cannot be 
avoided) by all; every dne is not Her- 
cules ; but Diffimulation may and muſt be 
ſhunn'd by all. No Man ought to pay his 
Addreſſes, where He cannot freely beſtow 
Bis Heart; and it is inconſiſtent Lich the 
Character either of the Man of Honour 
or Honeſty to engage any Lady's Aﬀec- 
tions, and chen meanly deſert her thro? 
F a Prin- 


(42) 

a Principle of Avarice or Inconſtancy. 
/ Thoſe Ein that diſſemble 
Love, and by that Method endeavour 
to perſuade the Fair Sex (eh cially the 
unthinking Part) into a. Belief of their 
dincerity; are beneath even Contem 
and ought to be publickly branded with 
the Mark of Infamy. + Id 
But methinks, Friend, you wheel 
about, and approve that which at 
firſt you deny d; there might be ſome 
Hopes of Agreement, and Hand. ſbabing 
between us. Allow Love and Marriage, 
and I will join with you againſt Doatage, 
and would have Love ſequeſter d from 
Deatage, as much as your Mind from 
this O5/Z:nacy. But I ſee the Devil has 
always acloyen Foot; you would not 
allow of Marriage without Love ; and 
confound Love and  Doatage as if the 


”.”, That Women are Nature's Erratal ac- 
knowledge; and that they ſtudy Temp- 
tations, is undoubtedly true; but yet, 
that they do it not alone, own Ex» 
ample proves; who by. this Fancy of 
Anti-womaniſm tempt the Sex ſo much, 
that I could wifh my-ſelf one to doat 
* | = 


Boy . 
bn you, Do not call the lawful and n- 

ary Inter mixture of both Sexes to be 
aſe Proſtitution of the Reaſon, Soul 


gad (Gallantry of Man; *tis fo falſe and 


33 it deſerves no Anſwer but 
the Lye. - Let thy Friend alone with his 
Choice, and if he think her ſo, ſhe” is 
; ere ; only I admit your Caution, 
ile he ſceks to win her, let bim not 

' doſe himſelf ; nor ſhoot away all his Shot at 
one Volley, but keep a Reſerve for à freſh 
Encounter ; tis but Diſcretion. © 
And now to anſwer to your ſimilitudi- 
nary Queſtion, Why a Woman cannot be 


view'd with as little Ardour as a Status? 


It is, becauſe a Statue is not a Woman, nor 
 direftly like a Woman ; if it could be, 


Fygmalion will tell you, there may be 


like Affection; nor is the Influenee dif- 


ferent as to the Eye, hut the Power 


that actuates it: If a Man view a thouſand 
Pictures, he generally likes one beſt, and 
having — all, returns to that; and 
tho' the Market be free, and the Wares 


various, a good Chapman fticksto what 


he beſt fancies, and deals in it. Neither 
is all Perfection thereby impaled in one 


Creature; but there may bg enough 
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3 | 
ſuppos d in ON E, to content ON E. 


w I bat yourſelf have ever loved, I queſtion; 
| : but that you have fancy'd and mii, may 
be true; but you cannot thereby go out 
Aa competent Tutor. Nor ſhoyld I ever 
take that Mur iner for my Pilot, who hath 
no more Expetience than ſalittingghis own 
Sup: Firſt guide yout own Vgſel to the 
Port, before you take another to your 

j | ment and Steerage. What it is to 
1 be ſick 


e ſick of Loye or the Plague, you know 
much alike, and ſo ſhall be believ'd, havi 
ſtudied hoth hut in Shape; for my Part, 
have knoyn many ſick of Love and yet re- 
corerd;burcheP el have no Skill in. 
Deſire is, c you ticipate 
of — own . Counſel ; 9 wie le- 
| vere Cenſure ta your Friend, and firſt 
ſiit a ſtrict judge on your ſelf, till Time 
6 and Experience! ripen your Judgment and 
| change your Mind. Which I hope I 
J ſhall no longer expect, than till you 
* have ſetiouſly. perus d and weigh'd the 
experimental Directions and v hole ſome 
Advice le, 1 boey 8 44 


